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Inside the $670M 
economy run by 
Aussie kids

Over the past year, Australian kids earned, saved and spent 
almost $670 million1 with Spriggy. Taken together, that’s much 
more than pocket money. That’s an economy, run by kids.

This year it grew three times faster than the grown-up one. It 
has its own wages, labour market, booms and busts.

Like every economy, it is shaped by the world around it. The EV 
boom reached the chore chart, where “Put Car on Charge” 
became a paid job. Rising living costs were reflected in a boom 
for second-hand shopping and local brands. And after a year of 
national debate about screen time, families increasingly 
treated screen-time restraint as a choice worth paying for.

Australia’s kids don’t just have pocket money anymore. 
They have an economy that mirrors the adult one.



Five forces shaping the kid economy
What moved the kid economy this year? Five forces, according 
to the Spriggy Bureau of Statistics (the “other” SBS). 
The evidence is in the chapters that follow.
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cycles

The household's most 
contentious issue. In the 
year Australia argued 
about screens, chores 
involving screen-time 
restraint rose 51% more 
than last year. 

Last year we saw savings 
goals for Labubus explode, 
but this year they fell back 
down to almost zero 
(↓99.7%). The kid 
economy officially has its 
own boom-bust cycle. 

The robots were supposed 
to kill chores. Instead they 
created them: EV charging 
hit the chore chart, and the 
robot vacuum now has a 
paid human assistant.

Japan is the new 
Disneyland. Travel 
climbed to the #2 savings 
goal category, and the 
goals board now reads 
like a departures board.

The squeeze reached the 
school gate. Budgets tilted 
toward food and 
essentials, and second-
hand went mainstream.
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Aussie kids' pocket 
money grew three times 
faster than inflation and 
adult wage growth2
Pocket money hit an average of $56.32 a month per kid, 
up 10.5% in a year3. All up, almost $310 million landed in 
kids' pockets this year!



+9.8%
Average pay per Job FY25 → FY26
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Pay per job climbed 
9.8% this year, but 
scheduled pocket 
money only rose 3.5%
The difference came from families creating more 
high-value jobs, not paying more for everyday chores.
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The Official Australian 
Chores Pay Scale
With over 400,000 data points, the “cost” of Australia’s 
most common jobs is now well-settled. Aussie families 
have a strong understanding of value and the “big jobs” 
continue to pay the most.



04

Mo’ Tech Mo’ Chores
Australia's EV sales doubled this year4, and 'put the car 
on charge' chores doubled as a share of all chores.


Even the machines bought to do the chores created 
more: in many households the robot vacuum, the pool 
cleaner and the cat's Litter Robot now have a paid 
human assistant. We’ve seen an increase in Jobs for  
kids to clear the floor before it runs, switch it on, and  
clean it afterwards.
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Deals for screen time 
jumped 51% this year
In the year of the social media ban and “The Anxious 
Generation”, screen time was the household’s most 
contentious issue. Jobs involving screen-time restraint 
rose 51% more than last year. 

+51%
Jobs involving screen time restraint FY25 → FY26
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You complete me...
Alongside cleaning and the dishes, Aussie kids 
spent this year completing some absolutely 
amazing Jobs that we just have to celebrate.


Kids of Australia, we salute you!

Spriggy Smarts
Spriggy kids with at least one completed Job save 2x as much of their pocket money5
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Spriggy kids saved 
$67.2 million this year6 
That’s about $300 per saver, which is 6% more 
than last year.


They’re ambitious too: the median goal target 
jumped 20%, from $100 to $120.
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JAPAN


QUEENSLAND

BALI

Aussie kids continue to 
save big for holidays 
and travel
Travel climbed to the #2 savings goal category, up from 
4th last year, and Japan is the #1 overseas destination, 
stretching its lead over Queensland and Bali.



09

Last year's must-haves 
are this year's 
never-minds...
The kid economy now runs a complete boom-bust cycle 
in a single year. Labubu goals fell 99.7% in a year, while 
NeeDoh goals rose over 9,000%.
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The Golden Goals
These are our favourite goals set by Spriggy kids 
this year.


PS. Please don’t buy organs from Temu... or from 
anywhere really.

Spriggy Smarts

Spriggy kids who save small and often 

complete 47% more of their goals than 

kids who save bigger amounts, less often7
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This year kids tapped 
their Spriggy cards over 
26 million times, and 
spent $293.1 million 
Spend per child rose about 10% YoY.
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Most of it goes towards 
lunch, snacks, and 
afternoon pick-me-ups
McDonald's took more than any other business in the 
country. Aussie Mexican chains had a huge year, with 
Zambrero up 42% and Guzman y Gomez up 19%. And  
Yo-Chi is up 32% this year, breaking into the top 10 
retailers for the first time!
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